Adverse metabolic consequences of nutritional support: micronutrients.
The role of total parenteral nutrition in cancer patients is still a matter of controversy. Over the last decade there has been a heightened interest in the interaction of micronutrients with tumor cells. A review of the literature reveals that the question of feeding or suppressing the tumor by supplementing micronutrients remains unanswered. Prospective studies are needed to define the requirements of vitamins and trace elements in the cancer patient.